Dear Harold, 



January 14, 1975 




Thanks for your letter. You may be a bit baffled at 
the 4-part arrival of papers from me this December. But it was 
simply a matter of having the time and occasion to photocopy 
during the quiet holiday period at the office that accounts 
for it. With my finals done just before Christmastime, the 
timing seemed perfect to get out these papers and copy them 
for you during a time when no one was watching me at work (usually 
we’re pretty busy and there is little privacy). I trust you 
have received them all . 



The papers comprise all in my immediate possession. 

Let me emphasize that these are only papers from 
the period of from April to July 1968. They were given to me 
during a time when Bill thought he was in danger in Memphis 
and I put them in a lock box. Included are a coujple of pages 
of instructions to me that indicate Bill's feel^Oand his mood 
at the time. ^ 



Also, to the best of my knowledge, this represents 
the merest tip of the iceberg of his total work and/or 
material. I know that he developed and expanded from this 
base for the following two years into 1971. Unfortunately, 

I did not find among these papers anything pertaining to 
labor union activities per se. 



The remainder of his work is in the possession of 
Harper & Row (also mostly early work) and in Texas. In addi- 
tion, I have a couple of more personal letters which I think 
you should see. Not letters actually but transcripts of 
notes from telephone calls taken two months before he died. 

I am in touch with his mother in Texas now and am 
trying to convince her that the greatest safety is to share 
the material, not to isolate it. Midden and isolated, it 
could possibly become the object of a search. Spread among 
trusted & reliable persons, no one person would be in danger. 

From my vantage point now and my feeling of being 
beyond it all, to talk of danger seems almost melodramatic. 

But I am removed. Bill's Mom was right in the middle of 
the activities surrounding his death and she doesn't trust 
anyone. Still, it is danger rather than fear of someone's 
stealing his work that she feels, most acutely. 

When we are able to talk at ease and in person, 

I would like to discuss with you the matter of more permanent 
deposit for Bill's papers. I appreciate your offer to help. 

The interview with Joe or Joey 1 in New Orleans is 
with Larry Solo. 

In answer to your question if Bill deposited anything 
with Hodding Carter — absolutely not! Hodding Sr and even Hodding 
and Bill were at odds at that time and never fully reconciled. 








P.S. ONE question — Please let me know if you think there is 
any valid relationship of the "three tramps" in Dallas to 
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the Kennedy assasination. Bill referred to this or to these 

he 

tramps and to names^j associated with them. Is this of any 

interest to you? (This was information or misinformation he 

found on his return to Texas in the summer of 1971) . TjoAe. 
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* It was quite interesting to me to read about you in the 

.Village Voice article a few weeks past. Reassures me that you 

are not only serious but capable. And also, the article made 

you seem quite human, too. Hope to hear from you soo , 



